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PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 
EASTER EDITION 2012 

 

Parent Association Committee 
Members  2011-2012 

Junior Infants R1  Bronagh Waddell 
   R2  Fiona McGeever 
Senior Infants R3  Michelle O’Brien 
   R4  Sylvia Green  
First Class  R9 Leighann Delaney 
   R10 Natalia Kalanda 
Second Class R11 Eileen Farrell  
Third Class  R12Catherine McSweeney 
Fifth Class      R9 Yvonne Keating 
Sixth Class     R5 Rosemary Dwyer 
Sixth Class     R6 Marie O’Mahony 
ASD U            Lisa Conroy 
 

Ex-Officio  Donal O’Shea  
  Mary Kearney 
 

Chairperson: Eileen Farrell 

Secretary: Sylvia Green 

 
 

 Parent Association Contact Details 
The Secretary, St. Clare’s Parent Association 
Committee c/o The School Secretary or 
email: info@stclares.ie 
 

A HUGE thank you to all the students, 
parents, guardians, family and friends 
who have supported our fundraising 
initiatives over the past year which are 
more important than ever at this time.  
Already, in this academic year to date, 
the Parent Association has raised over 
€12,000 from various fundraising 
initiatives.   Again this is solely due to 
your continued support which is essential 
to ensure the success of our fundraising 
activities. 
Following the recent budget the real 
reduction in capitation grants is now 
standing at 6.3% and by 2015 this will 
have amounted to a 7.5% reduction over 
a 3 year period. For each pupil a school 
receives less than a euro per school 
day per annum. 
 

Obviously, the capitation grant of €183 
per pupil is a wholly insufficient amount 
to fund the current level of education, the 

range of facilities and extent of extra-
curricular activities presently available 
and enjoyed by the girls and boys in St. 
Clare’s.  Therefore, the shortfall in monies 
necessary to ensure the budget cut-backs 
don’t adversely impact on the children, 
must be generated by fundraising and the 
voluntary contribution.  
Accordingly, we would urge as many 
parents as possible to continue to support 
our various fundraising activities and to 
also respond to the recent request for a 
voluntary contribution, which is such an 
essential source of income to the school.   
 

Also, many parents have very kindly 
volunteered goods and or services which 
they have at their disposal (whether 
personally or through business contacts).  
The Parent Association is grateful for all 
such donations and if any other parents 
are in a position to provide items 
(however small) to include them in 
hampers for raffle prizes, they would be 
most welcome at any time. 
 

Some of the recent fundraising events 
undertaken by the Parent 
Association:- 
 

TABLE QUIZ 
This was recently held in McGowan’s 
Public House provided great fun (and,  
indeed competitiveness among the 
various tables) and raised over €1,400 in 
entry fees and raffle ticket sales on the 
night. A big thank you to all who 
supported the Table Quiz whether by 
joining us on the night or simply by 
making a donation.  A special thank you 
also to committee member Bronagh 
Waddell who supplied the quiz questions. 
A big thank you to Eileen Farrell who co-
ordinated the event with her son Niall (a 
former pupil of St. Clare’s) who proved to 
be a very strict quizmaster on the night!  
We certainly do hope to arrange a further 
Table Quiz following many requests to do 
so, details of which will follow shortly. 
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LIBERTIES RECYCLING 
The recycling initiative of clothes/shoes 
proved quite popular considering it was 
our first time doing so.  We plan to 
arrange a further collection at some stage 
in the future, and will provide lots of 
advance notice to ensure everybody has 
ample opportunity to collect lots of items 
to donate. A special thank you to 
committee member Marie O’Mahony, who 
co-ordinated this particular activity. 
 

BAG-PACK (SWAN CENTRE) 
Our bag-pack weekend in Dunnes Stores 
Rathmines proved a great success in 
raising over €1,100 and this is certainly 
something we plan to arrange again in 
the future.  A special thank you to all 
parents who volunteered their services 
during the weekend, without whom this 
fundraising venture could not have 
proceeded. Thank you to Michelle 
O’Brien who co-ordinated the bag pack 
weekend. 
 

COPPER HUNT  
As you are aware, the school recently 
launched a copper hunt which raised over 
€1,100 through each classroom filling 
buckets with coppers.  There was clearly 
a great competition amongst the various 
classes, in particular the two Junior Infant 
classes who jointly won the prize of an 
Easter Egg Treasure Hunt. The school 
website has pictures which show some 
clearly delighted and indeed excited ‘egg-
hunters’! A big thank you to Mrs. 
Redmond German Teacher who co-
ordinated the Easter Egg Treasure Hunt 
and to Ms. Byrne, school secretary for all 
her hard work counting the copper. 
 

DUBLIN CITY MARATHON  
A big thank you to Leighann Delaney who 
ran the Dublin City Marathon in October 
and raised over €300 in sponsorship for 
St. Clare’s in doing so.  Well done 
Leighann and if any parent (or indeed 
family member or friend) would be willing 
to undertake the forthcoming marathon 
on behalf of St Clare’s, the Parent 
Association would be delighted to assist,  
and any such individual should make 
contact immediately.  

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
Many parents new to the school may not 
be fully aware of all the extra-curricular 
activities and extensive facilities available 
in St. Clare’s, all of which provide the 
children with excellent sources of 
education, fun and enjoyment throughout 
the year.  
 

The individual members of teaching staff 
who undertake the various extra-
curricular activities provide their services 
out of their own time and completely free 
of charge. Without the hard work, 
commitment and dedication of each and 
every one of the teachers, it would not be 
possible for the children to partake in 
such activities and or avail of the facilities 
provided. 
 

ACTIVITIES  
Sports 
Hurling: Mr. Kelly, Ms. Coen, Ms. 
Coleman 
Camogie: Ms. O’Brien, Ms. Lynch  
Basketball Mr. Lynch, Ms. Ní Dhalaigh 
Tennis: Ms. Ní Dhomhnaill, Ms. 
O’Donnell 
Athletics: Mr. Harte, Ms. O’Donnell, Ms. 
Gallagher, Ms. McGinley 
Gaelic Football (girls) Ms. Martin, Ms. 
Daly 
Gaelic Football (boys) Mr. Harte, Ms. 
McGinley 
Active Schools: Mr. Harte, Ms. O’Brien 
Skipping: Mrs. Spring  
 

Music  
Recorder: Ms. Duff  
Tin Whistle: Mr. Lynch, Ms. O’Donnell 
Choir & Orchestra: Ms. Boylan  
Music Therapy: Ms. Boylan 
 

Computer Club: Ms. Killen, Ms. Dowling, 
Ms. Ní Dhalaigh  
Dissolving Boundaries: Mr. Harte  
Green Schools: Ms. Moran, Ms. 
McGinley 
 

Website: Mr. Kelly  
 

Science Exhibitions: Mr. Kelly  
 

Art Exhibition: Ms. Ní Dhalaigh  
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Facilities 
Laundry of sports jerseys: Ms. O’Shea   
Early-morning school supervision: 
Mrs. Spring   
Distribution of lunches: Mrs. McCarrick 
 
 

ASD UNIT 
ONE PARENT’S THOUGHTS………. 
 

Our four year old son Ryan started in the 
ASD Preschool Unit in September 2011. 
My husband and I were delighted that 
Ryan could attend an ASD Unit attached 
to a mainstream school, providing him 
with social, communication and play skills 
that will make a basis for his future 
learning and socialisation.  
With any child having ASD Early 
Intervention is extremely important. The 
Unit provides Ryan with a supportive 
environment specific to his needs, and 
helps him and us as a family to manage 
the day to day challenges of ASD and to 
capitalise on his unique strengths.  
His teacher and the two Special Needs 
Assistants work closely with Ryan and 
nurture the development and 
implementation of his structured learning 
programme.  
The Unit also provides a Multi-
Disciplinary Team providing supports 
such as Occupational Therapy, Speech & 
Language Therapy, Music Therapy and a 
Sensory Room which is an excellent 
therapeutic tool for any child with a 
diagnosis of ASD. 
Ryan has come on in leaps and bounds 
since September and we are looking 
forward to the year ahead. Thanks to all 
the staff in St. Clare’s.  
 

LIBRARY 

As you are aware, the school has recently 
undertaken extensive work in the library 
which it is intended will benefit all 
students by allowing them borrow books 
from the library’s extensive collection.  It 
is hoped to begin this process after 
Easter and details will be provided in due 
course.  In the meantime, a big thank you 
to Ms. Moran, Acting Deputy Principal 
who is overseeing the library setup; to the 
many children who have donated 

unwanted books and lastly to the parents 
who have volunteered their services for 
library duties over the past few months, 
working to ensure all books are scanned.  
 
 
LUNCH POLICY 

The school policy introduced late last 
year of obliging the children to take home 
any uneaten lunches has worked well as 
parents now know what food has been 
eaten (or not) at lunch.  Also, the policy 
has led to a substantial cost-saving to the 
school for waste removal following the 
abolition of the free waste collection 
facility previously provided by Dublin City 
Council to Green Schools.  For both the 
above reasons, this lunch policy will 
remain in place and fresh sandwiches, 
fruit and milk continues to be made 
available daily to every child in his/her 
classroom. 
 

 
GATE CONGESTION 

Many queries have been raised regarding 
congestion outside the gate at the 2.30 
school collection time.  To alleviate such 
a problem, individuals collecting older 
children are asked to meet them a short 
distance away or across the road rather 
than congregating in the area directly 
outside the gate.  Questions have also 
been raised as to why children cannot be 
collected from within the school grounds. 
Allianz, the school’s insurers recommend 
a note be sent to all parents at the 
beginning of term advising them of the 
following:  
‘Classes will end each day at 2.30 p.m. 
Parents who wish to have their children 
escorted home should make their own 
arrangements to have them met at the 
school gate and the person to escort 
them should be at the school gate not 
later than 2.30 p.m. as the school cannot 
accept responsibility for looking after the 
children after that time’ 
 
A letter to this effect is issued each 
September to all families. 
. 
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EASTER BONNET  
The annual Easter Bonnet parade displayed a great variety of styles and the children 
showed great imagination and resourcefulness in making each one. The children took 
great pride in modelling and describing how they designed and constructed their creation. 
Watch out Philip Tracey, you have got some serious competition! 
 

 

Class Winners 
 
Most creative  
Darragh Courtney –   J Infants Room 1 
Samuel Sweeney – J Infants Room 2 
Charlie Ryan – S. Infants Room 3 
Lawrence Negrillo – S. Infants Room 4 
Sergi O’Brien – 1st class Room 9 
Oscar Denvir – 1st class Room 10 
Jude Crotty – 2nd class Room 11 
Eve Young – 3rd class Room 12 
Aaron Leahy & 
Ciara Shivnen – 4th class Room 8 
Niamh Doherty – 5th class Room 7 
Alonya Pasteushenko – 6th class Room 5 
Shauna Carroll – 6th class Room 6 

 
Most Recycled Materials  
Cian Gregan – J Infants Room 1  
Aisling McGeever- J. Infants Room 2 
Eoin Kelly – S. Infants Room 3 
Karl Grogan – S. Infants Room 4 
Erin Roe Dwyer – 1st class Room 9 
Finn Waddell – 1st class Room 10 
Eva Kirwan – 2nd class Room 11 
Anna O’Shea – 3rd class Room 12 
Charlie Butler – 4th class Room 8 
Conor O’Donovan – 5th class Room 7 
Marsed Hysaj – 6th class Room 5 
Conor Smith – 6th class Room 6 

 

 
 

Finally, the Committee of the Parent Association would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all a Happy Easter and enjoyable holiday break. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


