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INTO Handwriting Winner 

We were thrilled this year to have a winner in 
the An Post/INTO Handwriting competi-
tion. Karl  Negrilllo from fifth class was the 
overall winner in his category of this nation-
wide competition. What a fantastic achieve-
ment! Congratulations to Karl for his hard 
work and this fantastic acknowledgement of 
the high standards of handwriting in our 
school. Karl attended a presentation cere-
mony in the GPO on O’Connell Street and 
was delighted to win a voucher for himself 
and some prizes for all of his class too. 
Maith thú! 

Santry Athletics 

The boys and girls from 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th classes participated in the Cumann na 
mBunscol Athletics in Santry this year. All of the boys and girls really enjoyed the day. 
Mr. Harte, Ms. Ní Dhómhnaill, Ms. McGinley and Ms. O’ Donnell said that they were all 
magnificent. We were delighted to have some amazing medal successes. Éamonn won 
gold in the U11 hurdles, Amin won silver in the U12 hurdles, Florjet won bronze in the 
U14 hurdles and Maria won silver in the U10 sprint. Excellent achievements by all.  

6th Class in Bloom 
On Thursday 28th 
of May, our class 
went to Bloom at 
the Phoenix Park 
because I won the 
Freddy Buttons 
bookmark compe-
tition. We had a 
great day. First we 
saw all of the 
flower displays in 
a big tent where 
you could buy 

flowers for your garden. Later we 
went to see the garden competition 
and the Freddy Buttons garden. While 
we were looking at the garden we met 
President Michael D. Higgins and 
some of us spoke to him! We had our 
own Freddy Buttons picnic in the 
park as we sat on big bean bags. It 
was great fun and we all really enjoyed 
it. 
By Olga Nasonova, Sixth Class 
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Intel Mini-Scientist  
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Young Scientists at the RDS 

On Saturday the 11 January 
6th class had the pleasure of 
participating in the RDS 
Primary Science Fair. The 
RDS Primary Science Fair is 
a national science exhibition. 
All 32 counties on the island 
of Ireland are given the opportunity to present at the 
fair.  In October 2014 we submitted an application of 
interest for the event.  Out of approximately 3300 pri-
mary schools only 120 schools were selected to present 
at this year’s event. This is approximately 3.6% of the 
primary schools in Ireland.  We felt honoured and privi-
leged to be given the opportunity to present our science 
investigation at the 2015 RDS Primary Science Fair. 

Our Project 
was enti-
tled: “Why 
d o n ’ t 
planes fall 
from the 
sky” 

As part of Science Week this year, we were fortunate to 
have two classes awarded prizes by judges from Intel 
who attended our Science exhibition. Junior Infants 
won the award for best “Junior Science Project”. Their 
project was the Three Little Pigs. They investigated 
which material was the best for building the house to 
stop the Big Bad Wolf from gobbling them all up! 

Fifth class won the Senior Science Project Award for 
their project on the Effects of E-Cigarettes on peoples 
health. The Intel engineers thought that the project was 
very innovative. Four pupils from fifth class repre-
sented the school at the Mini Scientist Regional Final at 
the Intel Plant in Leixlip in December 2014. 

This year, our fourth, fifth and 
sixth classes took part in the 
Matheletes Challenge 2015.  

This was a nationwide challenge 
that involved completing lots of 
different tasks and maths activities 
at home and in school through the 
Khan Academy website. The pu-
pils who took part all enjoyed the 
activities and learned a lot as well.   

Engineers Week  - Waterways Ireland 

Our Fourth classes 
visited the Waterways 
Ireland Visitor Centre 
Grand Canal Dock 
dur ing Engineers 
Week. They learned all 
about how the canals 
were engineered and 
their history.  
They then went on a 
guided walk around the 
Grand Canal dock area 
and visited the different locks in the area. They learned all about the  
engineering required to create the basin. 
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This year we participated in a number of Science activities. Once again we received the Discover Primary Science & Maths Award. 
We have completed so many projects and activities that we cannot fit them all in one newsletter. Below is just a snippet of the 
work we have done this year in Science. For a comprehensive view of our science work please check out our science blog which 
can be accessed from our school website: www.stclares.ie. It’s worth a look! 
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We’ve been making a 
big effort to walk,  
cycle, scoot and get 
the bus to school this 
year at St. Clare’s. 
Every Wednesday the 
Green School Committee recorded how  
many students walk to school and then report 
their findings at Friday Assembly. We also  
participated in The Big Travel Challenge to try to 
 encourage more students to walk to school.  
It was a great success! 

Fifth Class Cycling 

Fifth class took part in a six 
week cycling course this year. 
The first thing we learned was 
the pedal ready position. This is 
one of the most important 
things we had to do. The next 
thing was indicating and finally right of way. We even had 
challenges to see who could go the slowest! In the end, we all 
had fun. I really enjoyed it and I think everyone else did too. 
We all received certificates for taking part!  By: Patrick Fahy, 5th Class 
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The Big Travel Challenge 

We planted lettuces, 
radishes and beet-
roots before the 
Easter break. When 
we came back after 
Easter the vegeta-
bles had begun to sprout. 
We had to thin out the 
sprouts so that the vege-
tables would have 
enough space to grow. 
We planted them in our raised bed in an area of 
1 square metre. We planted 5 straight vertical 
lines. We tended to our vegetables weekly and 
they grew really big and tasty. We even got to 
try some of them out with our lunches. They 
were delicious!  

Planting in First Class 

Dublin City Neighbourhood Awards 

Congratulations to all in the 
school community who con-
tributed to St. Clare’s winning 
the Schools Category of the Dublin 
City Neighbourhood Awards 
2014. This was a fantastic 
achievement and everyone in 
St. Clare’s is very proud of 
this wonderful achievement. Members of our Green School 
Committee accompanied by Mrs. Liston and Ms. Moran at-
tended the awards ceremony at the Mansion House on 7 De-
cember 2014. 

Green School Code 

“Turn it down, Turn it off. Save our energy, Let’s be smart!” 

We adopted a new Green School Code in St. Clare’s this year 
to coincide with the new Green School Theme of Global Citi-
zenship - Energy. We held a competition in school to see who 
could come up with the winning slogan. Thanks to Karl 
Grogan and Grace Ann Duff from Third Class who came up 
with the winning slogan. 
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Recycling: Easter Bonnet Parade 

Before our Easter Holidays our school held an Easter Bonnet 
parade. There were two winners from each class;  for the most 
creative and for the most recyclable materials used such as: 
cardboard, paper, bottles, decorations, newspaper, old clothes 
etc. Each class modelled the bonnets and explained how they 
made them. After the parade the judges announced all the  
winners and presented the winners with their prizes.     
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Ceolchoirm Lá Fhéile Pádraig 
Rinneamar ceilli-
uradh Seachtain 
na Gaeilge ar 
scoil arís an 
bhliain seo. Bhí 
na páisti ag  
déanamh an-
iarracht Gaeilge 
a labhairt ar scoil agus chaith siad a lán ama  
ag ullmhú don cheolchoirm ar bhí ar siúl ar an  
Déardaoin. Bhí siad ag éisteacht le amhrán as 
Gaeilge gach lá freisin agus bhain siad an taitneamh 
as na hamhráin seo. 
Bhí an ceolchoirm againn i gcomhair Lá Fhéile 
Pádraig. Ghlac gach rang páirt. Chan cuid acu  
amhrán, rinne ranganna eile drámaí beaga.  
Bhaineamar go léir an sult as an lá agus bhí gach  
duine ag déanamh an-iarracht caint as Gaeilge i rith 
na seachtaine!  

Spelling Bee 

G  

Congratulations to Mary Costello, 
teacher at St. Clare’s on her mag-
nificent achievement on becoming 
the overall winner of the Irish 
Book Awards 2014 for her debut 
novel Academy Street. We are 
very proud of her achievement 
and her outstanding success. 

Mary Costello 
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The Moynihans at St Clare’s 

I took part in a Spelling Bee 
in school and got to represent 
my school at the competition 
in the West County Hotel in 
Chapelizod. I was chosen to 
go because I beat the former 
champion in our school from 
6th class, Seán Perocho. I 
also beat my whole class. I 
felt very excited at first and 
quite nervous. On the night I 
came 37th out of 80 which I 
was really proud of because 
most of the children were older than me. At the end,  
everybody got a goodie bag with a dictionary inside and we 
also got T-Shirts. We travelled by bus to the competition 
and back. I also got to bring my friend Enda so I had even 
more fun! 
by Patrick Fahy, 5th Class 

Senior infants 
had great fun 
this year work-
ing with Elaine 
McCabe from 
Clever Box 
Club. The chil-
dren created 
their own char-
acter and made 
puppets based on those characters. 
We then got to use these puppets  
in the classroom in our very own  
puppet theatre! 

Puppet Theatre 

The children had a rare treat in  
St. Clare’s this year when the  
Moynihans, a musical family from 
Cork, visited the school and played a 
live concert for us. They played lots 
of different instruments including 
piano, flute, piccolo, guitar and the 
uilleann pipes. They talked about the 
different instruments that they 
played and how they work. They 
played a variety of classical and  
traditional Irish music pieces and the 
children enjoyed joining in with the 
music.   
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On Friday 19 September, we celebrated the ten boys and girls who started to study German for the 
first time by giving them a Schultüte. Schultüten (school cones) are a vital part of school life in 
Germany and are presented to school children on their first day of school. 
The idea behind the tradition is to make the start into school life a bit 
sweeter. At St. Clare’s the advanced German students handcrafted lovely 
Schultüten during class, which later were filled with little surprises by  
German teacher Frau Clarke. Well done to everyone! Gut gemacht! 
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Active School Week 
We had another busy and active year this year at St. Clare’s. From 
the 9th to the 13th of February, St. Clare’s held its Active School 
Week. The Active School Committee, Ms. O’Donnell and Ms. Ní 
Dhómhnaill organised a week’s programme of events to promote 
an active lifestyle and keep everyone fit and healthy. The week be-
gan with all of the classes playing soccer and rugby in the hall. We 
had a skipping challenge in which lots of children received awards. 
On Day 4 all the classes took part in the St. Clare’s Spring Olympics in 
which we introduced some new events this year including Moun-
tain Climbing and Zumba dance! The children were divided into 
teams with members from each class. The winning teams received 
prizes at the end of the week. The week concluded with a game of 
rounders between 6th Class and the teachers!   

St. Clare’s Camogie Blitz 

Every year, there is an 
annual St. Clare’s 
Camogie blitz where all of 
the St. Clare’s schools 
come together to com-
pete against each other. 
Last year, the winners 
were St. Clare’s school in Mayobridge so they earned the 
right to host the competition this year. When we arrived we 
all got our jerseys and we began to play. We played six 
matches in total. It was really tiring! We played really well 
and managed to make it to the semi-final. However, St. 
Clare’s Keady were the overall winners on the day. After the 
matches were played, we went in to the school and had 
some food. Then there was a great presentation of certifi-
cates for everyone who participated and medals for the win-
ning team. We really enjoyed the day and we will look for-
ward to next year’s competition!         By Eva Kirwan, 5th Class 

We have been very busy this 
year with Gaelic games in St. 
Clare’s. Both our girls and 
boys football teams com-
peted very bravely in their 
competitions with the boys 

narrowly losing out on a place in the final at Croke Park after 
losing to St. Brigid’s Primary School at the Clanna Gael foot-
ball club in Ringsend. The boys played really well throughout 
the campaign and ought to be congratulated on a fantastic 
team effort.  
Our first match of the season was against Griffith Barracks 
in Dolphin Park. We got off to a shaky start and because of 
that we were down by five points at half time. We improved 
immensely in the second half and pulled it back to a draw 
just before full time. It ended up eighteen all, but I thought 
we deserved to win. The parents on the side line said it was a 
pleasure to watch. Unfortunately it ended as a draw.  
Cathal Kelly, 6th Class 

The girls team also had a great 
season and played against a 
number of different schools 
including St. Damien’s in 
Walkinstown. They were con-
gratulated by the teachers of 
the opposing team who said 
that they played really well. 

Meanwhile the children from Senior 
Infants right up to 4th class have been 
taking part in hurling sessions every 
week with coaches from Kevins Hurl-
ing Club. They had great fun and 
learned lots of new skills. We hope to 
have lots of new players joining our 
camogie and hurling teams in the years to come! 

Gaelic Games 

Kevins Hurling Blitz 
We went to Kevins Hurling 
club in June this year to take 
part in the annual Hurling 
Blitz competition. There were 
four schools taking part; Scoil 
Íosagáin, Griffith Barracks, 
Synge Street and St. Clare’s. 
We played two matches in 
total one against Scoil Io-
sagáin and the other against 
Synge Street. We were very 
unlucky to lose our second match after a fantastic score of 
6 goals. After the matches were played, we each received a 
snack and were presented with a medal. The overall winner 
of the cup was Scoil Íosagáin but we really enjoyed our 
day.                                                   by Dan Handley, 5th Class 
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Foundation Day is a celebration at the Hospice to com-
memorate the day the Hospice was founded. Our school 
was honoured when they asked the choir to sing at  
the Mass. We had to be in school on 9.15 a.m. in the 
morning. When we got there, we warmed up and went 
through some of the songs. At 10 a.m. we took part in the 
celebration of Mass and sang three hymns. After that, we 
went outside to the rose garden for some fresh air. At 
11.30 a.m. we sang for the interfaith celebration with the 
Hospice choir. We were also accompanied by our school 
orchestra. After the service, we had chips and nuggets. It 
was lovely! Then we got ice cream too! It was a great day 
and we all really enjoyed it.          
By Emma Grogan, 5th Class 
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Foundation Day at the Hospice 
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Basketball 
I played basketball 
this year after school 
with Mr. Lynch for 5 
weeks. I really en-
joyed it because I did 
it with all of my 
friends and I learned 
lots of new skills and had lots of fun! I did not realise 
that I liked basketball so much! At the start, I didn’t 
know much about the sport but now if we do it in a 
PE lesson I think I would really get it and enjoy it. I 
hope I get the chance to join a club later on in life. 

by Eoin Kelly, 3rd Class 
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Sports Day 

We were very fortunate 
this year to have Lee James  
visit us once again to con-
duct skipping workshops 
for all the children from 
Junior Infants up to 6th 
class. He was amazed at 
the standard of the skipping of all of the children. He 
taught some new skills to the boys and girls including a 
new skip called the Chinese Wheel. Parents were also in-
vited to watch the pupils perform a skipping demonstra-
tion in the hall. It was a very enjoyable day. 

Skip Hop Workshop Swimming Lessons 

Book of  Kells  
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Friday 12th of June was 
Sports Day. Every class 
participated in each race 
including: sprints, egg and 
spoon race and the sack 
race. The junior classes 
also had a bean bag race. 
Senior classes had a three 
legged race instead. They 
also had a long distance  
and cross country races. 
The teachers had a three 
legged race. They were cheered on by all of the  
students at the side line. Everybody had a  
wonderful day.                           by Alison Malone, 6th Class 

     

In fifth class we had swimming les-
sons this year. Every Friday we 
would leave our classroom along 
with 6th class at half past 11 to ar-
rive for our lesson at 12 in the Swan 
Leisure. On the first day, our class 
and sixth class were split into six different groups. In 
my group, we learned how to keep swimming and 
breathe to the side. We also practiced swimming on 
our backs. Fourth class also had some lessons this year 
on Wednesday.  

Enda Benson, 5th Class 

 

   
    
     

   
     

     
    

             
           

             
             

             

     

On Wednesday the 6th of May, 
we travelled by bus to town to 
visit the G.P.O and Trinity  
College to view The Book of Kells. 
First we had a tour of the GPO 
Museum . We discovered that it was built between 1814 
and 1818. We also saw The Book of Kells.  It was written 
by hand in Viking times by monks. It was decorated with 
real gold and natural minerals such as carbon and iron 
and sapphire sand. It was written in Latin and is a book 
of the Gospels. It was beautiful to see and we loved the 
ornate decoration. 
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We started our day bright and early because we all had to 
be at the bus for 6:45 a.m. The first activity was a chal-
lenge course where you had to collect gems to win. The 
hardest activity we did was called communication break-
down. It was a dark maze with barely any room to move 
and we had to find our way out. Some children had to 
leave because they were frightened! After lunch, we 
played volleyball before going down to the pier to go 
canoeing. We canoed out to a trampoline in the water 
and jumped off. Then we went pier jumping! Before we 
went home, Mrs. Spring bought us  ice cream. It was a 
brilliant day and we all had great fun! by Chris Doyle, 6th Class 

Trip to Carlingford Adventure Centre 
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Junior Violin 

TROVE Art Project 
Art Exhibition 

National Children’s Choir 
Fourth and Fifth class took part 
in the National Children’s Choir 
2015. The National Children’s 
Choir was set up in 1985 by  
Dr. Seán Creamer. He tried to 
give students a chance to enjoy 
singing. We spent eight months 
learning our songs. The day before the concert we had a 
practice in the National Basketball Arena. On the evening 
of the concert, we met at the school at 6.30pm. When we 
arrived, we were seated in our places. The concert lasted 
for an hour and a half. It was a great night that everyone 
will remember forever. Ten students were also chosen to 
represent the school in the National Concert Hall on  
the 8th of June and I was one of these students. I really  
enjoyed learning and singing the songs.   by Adam Roe, 5th Class 

Junior Infants started 
violin lessons with  
Ms. Doyle before 
Christmas. They have  
enjoyed learning lots 
of songs and dances 
to help them to remember the names of all of the  
different parts of the violin. They have also been 
practicing how to hold the bow and the violin  
properly. It has been a lot of fun and the children 
have been working very hard. They even got to  
perform at the Summer Concert! Maith sibh! 

In fourth class we 
made puppets as part 
of an art project  
organised by the  
National College of 
Art & Design. Two 
teachers from NCAD came to help in our class for 5 
weeks. First we made the heads using news-paper,  then  
we used play-dough and papier maché to make the facial 
features. We used tights stuffed with fluff for the body, 
legs and arms.  Then we stuck the arms to the body and 
dressed them in T-shirts. We then glued the heads to the 
body using a hot glue gun. Our puppets turned out to be 
really cool!                              by Bobby Amadi, 4th Class 

We had our annual Art 
Exhibition this year in 
February. All of our par-
ents had the opportunity 
to visit the school to 
view the work that we 
had done throughout the year. 
Each class displayed the  
artwork that they had produced 
and their art portfolios were on 
show also. Senior infants were 
also delighted to display their 
work at the Black Apple Café  
in April. 
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Sixth Class Charity Work 

The school community enjoyed another su-
perb summer concert this year. The headline 
performance was given by the first classes 
who performed and sang The King’s Magic 
Cloaks. Junior & Senior Infants played the vio-
lin, 2nd Class sang 2 songs including the Keep 
Fit Calypso, 3rd class sang Times They are a Changing, Fourth & 
Fifth class sang a selection of songs from the National Children’s 
Choir including 76 Trombones. Sixth Class rounded off the night 
with a fantastic adaptation of The Sound of Music followed by the 
school choir and orchestra.  We were also delighted to welcome 
children from the ASD Unit for their stage debut as they sang My 
Bonny Lies Over The Ocean. What a fantastic night! 

Summer Concert 

We made our First Holy Communion 
on Sunday 10th May this year. Sarah and 
Angie came into class every Wednesday 
to help us. We were all very nervous, I 
know I was nervous anyway! On the big 
day it was actually easier than I thought. 
The church looked well and our pictures 
were on display for everybody to see. 
After Mass we went to the Parish Hall 
for a party. We had loads of sweets and 
things like that. When we were preparing 
for our First Holy Communion we also 
made our First Confession. We were 
nervous about that too! After I made my 
communion I went to Jump-zone. Then 
we had pizza and cake. The cake I had 
was chocolate flavoured. It was yummy! 
My cousins came over to celebrate.  

                               by Ronan Mc Elwaine  

6th Class Retreat 

Webb Ellis Trophy 

Ms. Farrell organised a coffee 
morning this year in aid of Our 
Lady’s Hospice in Harold’s 
Cross. It was a great success 
and we raised €500 for the  
hospice. Ms. Farrell and Ms Kelly presented the 
cheque to the Hospice along with Peter Farrell from 
5th class and Sadhbh Handley from 2nd class. 

Hospice Coffee Morning 

First Holy Communion 
Every year in St. 
Clare’s, the boys 
and girls who 
celebrate their 
confirmation donate some of the 
money that they receive to charity. 
This year we chose to donate our 
money to CWU Humanitarian Aid 
because Alex’s Grandad volunteers 
with them. Instead of giving money, 
the charity sent us a wish list of the 
items they needed. It turned out they 
needed Johnsons and Pampers baby 
wipes to be sent to an orphanage in 
Moldova. We bought the baby wipes 
and they were collected on the 22nd 
of June  and loaded onto a truck to 
be delivered to the orphanages in 
September.     by Gabriel & Alex, 6th Class 

On the 21st of June Sixth Class 
went to the Pastoral Centre at 
the Church of the Holy Rosary 
for the annual retreat with  
Sister Mercedes. We played a 
game with nursery rhymes 
where we each had to find out 
what character we were by  
asking questions. Another  
activity we did was when Sister 
Mercedes stuck a sheet of  
paper onto our backs. Then we 
each had to write nice things 
about each other on the sheet 
of paper. It was lovely to read 
all of the nice comments that 
our classmates had written 
about us. Everyone really  
enjoyed the day.         
                  by Sam Tully, 6th Class 

This year, some lucky students 
from 4th and 5th classes  
visited the World Rugby  
House in Dublin where they 
saw the Webb Ellis Trophy!  
They sang World in Union  
accompanied on the violin by 
Maria  Nasanova, Maia Farrell and Mr. Lynch. Some pupils 
were interviewed for TV as well. It was a great experience. 

And so we come to the end of an very 
busy and successful year.  

The activities described in this newslet-
ter are but a small fraction of all that 
has taken place in school this year.  

For a more comprehensive view of all 
the schools activities, check out our 
blog at www.stclares.ie. 

 

THANK YOU 

The End of  Another  
School Year 
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